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. Introduction

Justice has always been one of the concerns of humanity throughout the history in different periods of its social
life. Human efforts in theoretical discussions around the concept of justice date back to Aristotle. In the field of
social sciences in general, and economics in particular, the issue of social justice and equality has always been
discussed in the literature of microeconomic theory and public, development, and political economics. Poverty
and inequality, as one of the most key and central issues of development economics, have attracted the
attention of many economists. In Iran, due to institutional and cultural issues, as well as the influence of shia
Islam, justice, social and economic inequality have always been prominent concerns in people’s minds. For this
reason, it is very important to study and better understand poverty on the one hand, and inequality and its
impacts on the other hand in the academic environment. studying poverty and inequality is double important
due to the rise of poverty and inequality in Iran in recent years.

The Winter School of Poverty and Inequality in the Faculty of Economics of Tehran University is an effort in this
direction to familiarize students and researchers in the field of poverty and inequality with the most important
topics in this field and new methods of measuring poverty and inequality and understanding them.

The audience of the course will be graduate students in economics, social sciences, and politics, as well as
researchers in the field of economics and sociology of development.
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« Winter school structure

School audience

« The audience of the winter school is students and graduates of post-graduate studies in the field of economics
social and public policies, and development studies.

 Attending companies will be selected by the academic committee of the faculty.

« The presentation of Mrs. Kaviani and Vahidmanesh and Mr. Jadidzadeh and Meidari will be in person and other
presentations will be virtual.

« According to the majority of companies and providers of online classes, the effort is to improve online
qualities.

« Online presentations will be held on Zoom and online subtitles will be available for English presentations.

« The participants of this course will be provided with a valid bilingual certificate.

At the end of the course, the certificate is awarded to those who have attended atleast %70 of the course
sessions and have delivered the course project.
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o Course titles

Poverty dynamics

One of the most important questions in the field of poverty and inequality studies is to find out which groups in society are moved in and out of poverty
in response to socio-economic shocks. The economic and social characteristics of these households and the assessment of social mobility in a society
provide crucial components for economic policy. Statistically, estimating social mobility requires panel data to compatibly estimate it using econometric
methodologies. Unfortunately, in developing countries, including Iran, micro-level panel data is very rare. For this reason, in recent years, the method of
using repeated cross-section data to estimate poverty dynamics has been employed. In this method, a synthetic panel is created by using repeated HIES
data, enabling statistical inferences regarding movement into and out of poverty.

In this course, Dr. Peter Lanjouw, a full professor of economics at the Vrije University of Amsterdam and a Research Manager in the World Bank's research
department, presents the theoretical foundations of poverty dynamics studies and the method of using repeated cross-sectional data in an intensive
class. Familiarity with this method helps students and researchers answer various questions in the fields of poverty and inequality studies, education,
health, etc. Additionally, Gerton Rongen, a Ph.D. student at the Vrije University of Amsterdam, will present his Ph.D. thesis on the application of repeated
cross-sectional data to poverty dynamics and income mobility in Malaysia.

topics in this field and new methods of measuring poverty and inequality and understanding them.
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Absolute poverty and multidimensional poverty

One of the crucial topics in poverty literature is the measurement of the income poverty rate. In other words, it addresses the question of how much a
person (or household) should earn in a year to avoid being considered poor. Income poverty is calculated using two approaches: absolute poverty and
relative poverty. In absolute poverty, based on the minimum income required to meet basic needs, the value of the minimum basket is calculated, and
individuals (or households) falling below this threshold are considered absolutely poor. In relative poverty, the median income of the population is
considered, and typically, those with an income below %60 or %50 of the median income distribution are labeled relatively poor. Societies with high per
capita income often use the relative poverty index, while societies where a significant portion of the population struggles to meet basic needs find the
absolute poverty index more relevant.

However, both absolute and relative poverty are solely based on income, while poverty encompasses a broader spectrum than just income deficiency.
Individuals in poverty not only lack income but also face challenges in accessing various elements crucial for personal growth, such as education and
health. It is conceivable that someone may have sufficient income but lacks access to housing, education, health, etc. Consequently, researchers in the
field of poverty consider not only income poverty but also the deprivation of other life aspects. This has led to the exploration and measurement of the
multidimensional poverty index. Combining income poverty with the multidimensional poverty index provides a comprehensive picture of the poverty
situation in a country.

Dr. Zahra Kaviani, the former director of the Poverty Monitoring Group at the Ministry of Cooperation, Labor, and Social Welfare, responsible for poverty
monitoring in the country, will present the algorithm for calculating income poverty in Iran, poverty trends with a focus on the 2010s, and the definition
and calculation of multidimensional poverty and its trends in Iran during the winter school. Additionally, Dr. Majid Einian, a postdoctoral researcher at
Aalto University in Finland, will conduct an interactive R workshop to teach participants the codes used to calculate income poverty. This workshop,
based on the R language, provides a valuable opportunity for students and researchers to learn how to work with the country's most important
microdata—household expenditure and income data. Dr. Ahmed Meidari, the former Deputy of Welfare at the Ministry of Cooperation, Labor, and Social
Welfare, will also share insights into the Iranian welfare base as one of the initial efforts towards data and evidence-based policymaking in Iran. The

presentation will also cover the database facilities and potential research topics defined on this data.
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Equality of opportunities

In addition to the issue of poverty, inequality has also been a focal point for researchers in development economics. The definition of
inequality is contingent upon our understanding of justice. Based on the perspective of John Rawls, a prominent American philosopher of
the 20th century, and subsequent intellectual contributions from scholars like Amartya Sen, Ronald Dworkin, and John Roemer, the concept
of inequality as an inequality of opportunities emerged. The fundamental idea is that inequality is objectionable when it arises from factors
beyond one's control. In other words, if outcomes such as income, educational status, and health status are determined by circumstances
beyond the person’s control like gender, race, place of birth, parents' income, and literacy, then such inequality is deemed unfair. The ideal
society, according to this viewpoint, is one where the playing field is level for everyone, and inequality arising from differences in effort and
innate talent is considered acceptable.

In this course, Dr. John Roemer, a key proponent of the concept of inequality of opportunities, delves into this issue through two
presentations. Additionally, the Human Opportunity Index (HOI), developed by the World Bank as a complement to the United Nations'’
Human Development Index (HDI), is discussed. Subsequently, the trajectory of this index in the Middle East and North Africa is examined by

Dr. Vahidmanesh.
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Inequality in the world

The escalating trend of inequality, particularly in the era of globalization, is another significant issue in the field of inequality. Numerous researchers have delved into the
global inequality landscape, with one of the most notable figures being Dr. Branko Milanovic, a full professor of economics at the City University of New York (CUNY),
visiting professor at the London School of Economics (LSE), and senior economist at the World Bank. Dr. Milanovic will present on Global Inequality at the Winter School,
providing insights from his book of the same name. In "Global Inequality,” he explores the trajectory of inequality within countries, between countries, and forecasts for
the future. Attending his presentation offers students and researchers in this field the chance to delve into the latest research on inequality.

Additionally, the session will scrutinize the inequality trend in various regions. An article focusing on inequality in the labor market in Egypt, particularly discrimination
based on gender and marital status, will be analyzed. Dr. Caroline Krafft, an associate professor at St. Catherine's University in the United States and a researcher at the
Economic Research Forum (ERF), renowned for her research on the economies of the Middle East and North Africa region, will begin her presentation with an overview of
economic data in the MENA region. She will then discuss her latest paper on discrimination in the labor market for married women in Egypt. Dr. Krafft's extensive
experience in Middle East research can be an inspiration for Iranian students, and many research topics can be applied in Iran due to the relatively similar context,
considering that Iran is also situated in this region.

In the same panel, Djavad Salehi Esfahani will examine the inequality situation before the revolution. He aims to portray the state of poverty and inequality in Iran during
the second Pahlavi period by analyzing statistical yearbooks and limited surveys conducted before the revolution, specifically focusing on household income and
expenditures data.

Dr. Jadidzadeh discusses the state of homelessness in developed countries focusing on Canada and its implications for Iran, exploring how it has been addressed in the
literature. He illustrates the utilization of aggregate-level and individual-level studies to tackle various issues related to policies, along with the costs and benefits

associated with these interventions.
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Dr. Majid Einian

Majid Einian completed both his bachelor's and doctoral degrees at Sharif University of Technology, ultimately earning his doctorate degree in economics
from the university in 2019. Currently, he serves as a postdoctoral researcher at Aalto University, Finland. Prior to his role at Aalto University, Einian
worked as a senior economist at the Monetary and Banking Research Institute. Additionally, he held the position of manager in the data analysis

department for the project "Building a platform to study the trend of poverty and inequality in Iran" at the Majlis Research Center.
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Dr. Ali Jadidzadeh

Dr. Ali Jadidzadeh is an assistant professor of economics at the Faculty of Economics in Tehran. He earned his doctorate in economics from the University
of Calgary, Canada. Before joining the Faculty of Economics, he completed a postdoctoral course at the University of Calgary School of Policy. Dr.
Jadidzadeh's research areas include applied microeconomics, environmental and energy economics, development economics, and poverty studies. His
articles have been published in prestigious international journals, including the Journal of Social Distress and the Homelessness, Canadian Public Policy,

Journal of Poverty, and Energy Economics.
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Dr. Zahra Kaviani

Dr. Zahra Kaviani is the director of Commerce and Trade Department of Maijlis (Parliament) Research Center. Prior to this role, she served as the director of
the poverty monitoring group at the Ministry of Cooperation, Labor, and Social Welfare. Dr. Kaviani has also been a senior economist at the economic
department of MRC for 15 years. She earned her doctorate degree in economics from The Institute of Management and Planning Studies (IMPS) and her
master's degree in economics from Sharif University of Technology. Between 2019 and 2023, Dr. Kaviani as a director of poverty monitoring in Iran

published valuable reports and policy briefs on income poverty and poverty in various dimensions (multidimensional poverty) in Iran.

W3S a5 188 (sl (539 9 488 Cusmids . .)9.w o.\JI9'> 9)79) Yo Cauwl .)..uo)l.u 0,9> )’| g L56.)"’ | le).g
P99l 5,88 il

nlpl ) CaoMaw q WIM) ).0_9 .

16


https://rc.majlis.ir/fa/report/show/1775550
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://poverty-research.ir/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/16.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwiBvKjWo-eDAxWp9AIHHSMvC3wQFnoECA8QAQ&usg=AOvVaw1Bn6TqdR8eJaUA7i9geRNv
https://poverty-research.ir/blog/study-reports/5453/

C9)S lgyS 5S>

(i (hjeel C8,S HES> Ludgl 059> awl 63,5 8L, Yol Jlw 5 (63,0,55 sbaibl > Lgw dise 6Bl
23 (s33sio WYlie 8)S S uwl s Sl paized (59 -l U ,8T Jloub g ailoygls > amwgi 9,15 LI5L (0106
awgi Slai8l 9,0 g ¢ azwgi Wlellhe alxo ¢ ilgz S (5Lai8l 9,0 Ailo (5sive WMo ) Wlioygl> SLaill Aiso;
(3wl Sy olped ) (55Laidl (s iyl 9 Comi 1 (55500 Lpan L5 L QS gl puized (59 -l 03,5 Ll

Al 03 e 3)98wST 61> Wl)Lisl g Yo PY Jlw , aS Cuwl

Dr. Caroline Krafft

Dr. Caroline Krafft is an associate professor of economics and political science at St. Catherine University, Minnesota, USA. She received her PhD in
Applied Economics from the University of Minnesota in 2015. Dr. Krafft's research area spans education, gender, inequality, labor markets, and
development in the Middle East and North Africa. She is also a researcher at ERF. Dr. Krafft published numorous papers on the economics of MENA region
in prestigious journals such as the World Bank Economic Review, Journal of Development Studies, and Review of Development Economics. Additionally,
she is the co-author, along with Ragi Asad, of "Egypt's Labor Market: A Focus on Gender and Economic Vulnerability,” published in 2022 by Oxford

University Press.

. The Egypt labor market panel survey: introducing the 2012 round

dgu 09> 909, WY lde Cuwl il 0,9 ;I yigy (goslaiwl (gl

. The impact of refugees on employment and wages in Jordan

. Do Employers Discriminate Against Married Women? Evidence from A Field Experiment in Egypt
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https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=en&user=vIsMWlMAAAAJ&citation_for_view=vIsMWlMAAAAJ:u-x6o8ySG0sC
https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=en&user=vIsMWlMAAAAJ&citation_for_view=vIsMWlMAAAAJ:35r97b3x0nAC
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qdDD_4OGwr08brDI1RCQ6LtoH-YvB-Ek/view?usp=drive_link
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Professor Peter Lanjouw

Professor Peter Lanjouw is a full professor of economics at the School of Business and Economics at the Vrije University of Amsterdam, the Netherlands.
He earned his PhD from the London School of Economics (LSE). He has served as an economist and the director of the inequality and poverty team at the
World Bank for two decades. Dr. Lanjouw has shared his expertise through teaching at various institutions, including the Delhi School of Economics,
Tokyo Foundation for Advanced Studies in International Development, University of California, Berkeley, and University of Namur, Belgium.

Peter Lanjouw's primary research areas encompass the measurement and analysis of poverty and inequality in developing countries, structural
transformation in developing economies, and the dynamics of poverty. His scholarly contributions can be found in prestigious journals in the field of

economics and development, including The Journal of Economic Inequality and Oxford Bulletin of Economics and Statistics.

. Micro-level estimation of poverty and inequality
. Poverty and household size
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https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=en&user=AGpK5kMAAAAJ&citation_for_view=AGpK5kMAAAAJ:xtRiw3GOFMkC
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Dr. Ahmed Meidari

Ahmad Meidari is an Iranian economist and former deputy of social welfare of the Ministry of Cooperation, Labor and Social Welfare. He was a
representative of Abadan in the sixth term of the the Parliament and a member of the economic commission of the Parliament. Before that, he was a
researcher at the Strategic Research Center and the Majlis Research Center. He was a former lecturer at Allameh Tabatabai University and Shahid
Chamran University of Ahvaz. During his tenure in the Ministry of Cooperation, The Iranian Welfare Database was established as one of the first efforts for

data-oriented policy making in this field. He is currently the Director of the Center on Poverty and Inequality.
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Professor Branko Milanovic

Branko Milanovic is a professor of economics at the City University of New York (CUNY) and a researcher at the Stone Center on Socio-Economic
Inequality. Dr. Milanovic earned his PhD in Economics from the University of Belgrade in 1987. With over two decades of experience, he has served as a
researcher and senior economist at the World Bank. Branko Milanovic has authored numerous books and articles, focusing on income inequality at both
the individual and national/global levels. His work has been featured in prestigious journals such as the Economic Journal, Journal of Economic
Literature, and Journal of Development Economics. Some of his notable books include "The Haves and the Have-nots," "Global Inequality,” and

"Capitalism, Alone."

. Global inequality: A new approach for the age of globalization

. Worlds apart: Measuring international and global inequality

. True world income distribution, 1988 and 1993: First calculation
based on household surveys alone
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https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=en&user=6VQfIEsAAAAJ&citation_for_view=6VQfIEsAAAAJ:Wp0gIr-vW9MC
https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=en&user=6VQfIEsAAAAJ&citation_for_view=6VQfIEsAAAAJ:YsMSGLbcyi4C

= =

VN9, VIS

(59 A o el gzuV iy LISy Oyl G ) 393 (6,355 Al (59 -l pldyiuel 2,9 6KEGI> )5 (5,555 lauulS
(59 -l amuwgi g (5l B9 (59 HD93 0je> -l Slgz Cublagy 9 dmuwgi (sl pldsiumel duwge Siidgd) Griced
ol gl Josie (s3llo )3 (sa0])d Sy g 489 Suelnd aliue (59, o> JI> 0

Gerton Rongen

Gerton Rongen is a Ph.D. candidate at the Vrije University of Amsterdam. He is doing his doctoral thesis under the supervision of Dr. Peter Lanjouw. He is
also a researcher at the Amsterdam Institute for Global Health and Development (AIGHD). His research area is poverty, inequality, and development. He is

currently doing research on the issue of poverty and income mobility data in Malaysia.

. Regional and ethnic inequalities in Malaysian poverty dynamics Saidh o25las oY o 1 s by o | osleiwl |
. Manual for the Estimation of a Synthetic Panel and Vulnerability o 9% 929 VD 0092 O K S G

. Constructing synthetic panels for the purpose of studying poverty dynamics: A primer
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https://www.researchgate.net/publication/372285205_Regional_and_ethnic_inequalities_in_Malaysian_poverty_dynamics?_tp=eyJjb250ZXh0Ijp7ImZpcnN0UGFnZSI6Il9kaXJlY3QiLCJwYWdlIjoiX2RpcmVjdCJ9fQ
https://povertyevidence.org/resources/manual-for-the-estimation-of-a-synthetic-panel-and-vulnerability-analysis/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/354769514_Constructing_synthetic_panels_for_the_purpose_of_studying_poverty_dynamics_A_primer?_tp=eyJjb250ZXh0Ijp7ImZpcnN0UGFnZSI6Il9kaXJlY3QiLCJwYWdlIjoiX2RpcmVjdCJ9fQ
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Professor John Roemer

John Roemer is a full professor of political science and economics at Yale University. He obtained his PhD in economics from the University of California,
Berkeley, in 1974, and has since held teaching and research positions at various institutions, including the University of California, Davis, the University of
California, Los Angeles, Harvard University, New York University, Paris, and Yale. Dr. Roemer's primary research areas encompass political economy and
distributive justice. His current research focuses on intergenerational and interregional justice, as well as equality in the context of climate change. His
papers have been featured in esteemed economics and political science journals, and he is a member of the Econometric Society, the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences, and the British Academy. Notable books by Professor Roemer include "Political Competition,” "Equal Opportunities,” and

"Distributive Justice Theories."

. Equality of opportunity
. Theories of distributive justice
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Professor Djavad Salehi-Isfahani

Djavad Salehi Esfahani is a full professor of economics at Virginia Tech University. He earned his doctorate in economics from Harvard University in 1977.
Currently, Dr. Salehi Esfahani holds a senior researcher position at the Brookings Institution and is also affiliated with the Economic Research Forum (ERF).
His primary research areas encompass family and population economics, poverty and inequality, as well as education and health economics, with a
specific focus on the Middle East and North Africa region, including Iran's economy. Dr. Salehi Esfahani's scholarly contributions extend to prestigious

economic journals such as the Journal of Economic Inequality, Journal of Development Economics, and The Economic Journal.
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Dr. Atiyeh Vahidmanesh

Dr. Atiyeh Vahidmanesh is an assistant professor of economics at Tehran Faculty of Economics. She earned her doctorate degree in economics from
Virginia Tech University. Dr. Vahidmanesh has taught at various institutions, including Virginia Tech, Shahid Beheshti, and Tehran University. In addition
to her teaching roles, she was a researcher at Harvard Kennedy School's Middle East Center from 2014 to 2016. Furthermore, she completed a postdoctoral
course at Sharif University's Policy Research Institute. Dr. Vahidmanesh's research focuses on development economics, education economics, and

consumer applied microeconomics.
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